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CONTROL OF HEALTH MEASURES FOR THE MARITIME INDUSTRY TO
COMBAT THE COVID-19 EPIDEMIC

The World Health Organisation has declared the coronavirus outbreak as a global
pandemic.

South Africa has declared a national state of disaster in terms of the Disaster
Management Act, 2002 (Act No. 57 of 2002); as amended by the Disaster
ManagementAmendmentAct, 2015 (Act No. 16 of 2015).

In light of this, on the 15 March 2020, the President of the Republic of South Africa
issued a statement on measures to combat the COVID-19 epidemic.

A. Following an extensive analysis of the progression of the disease worldwide and
in South Africa, Cabinet has decided on exten sive measures which include but are
not limited to the following:

1. Limiting contact between persons who may be infected and South African
citizens.

2. Imposing a travel ban on foreign nationals from high-risk countries such as
Italy, Iran, South Korea, Spain, Germany, the United States of America, the
United Kingdom and China with effect from 18 March 2020.

3. Travellers from medium-risk countries, such as Portugal, Hong Kong and
Singapore, will be required to undergo high intensity screening, including self-
quarantine fora minimum period of 14 days.

4. It is essential that the risk of the spread of the COVID-19 is minimized, by
limiting contactamongst groups of people.



5. Socialdistancinghasalsobeen encou raged, therefore gatherings of more than

100 people is prohibited.

B. Inlightof the abovementioned measu reés; as a country we are bound to implement
the directive of the President of the Republic of South Africa and the following will
be implemented with effect from 18 March 2020:
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All sea cruises undertaken by cruise linervessels into and out of any seaport
within South Africa must be termin ated until further notice.

The sign-on of crew from high-risk and medium-risk countries for commercial
vessels will notbe permitted.

The sign-off of crew from vessels arriving from high-risk and medium-risk
countries into any seaport in South Africa within the incubation period of
COVID-19 will not be permitted.

Applications for Off Port Limits for services to be rendered on board vessels will
be thoroughly assessed before permission is granted.

Applications for Off Port Limits for crew changes will notbe permitted.

The above willnotapply to MEDAVACS for medical emergencies, provided that
all the necessary port and clinical protocols are adhered to.

No vessel arriving from an international port must be broughtinto any seaport
in South Africa, unless such has been communicated with Port Health.

All vessels that have undertaken an international voyage, must apply for free
pratique to Port Health 24 to 48 hours prior to arriving in port. Port Health must
be kept updated on any changes to the health status of the vessel, whilst
outside port or in the berth.

Health Care Risk Waste (medical waste) that is generated on board the vessel
must be contained in a sealed receptacle on board the vessel until disposal at
an approved facility either within South Africa or out of the country.

This communication does not preclude any other restrictions placed by the National
Department of Transport.
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