
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org/rosea | Twitter: @UNOCHA_ROSEA 

 

Highlights from 22-29 July 2018 
• End of Ebola outbreak declared in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
• Preparations ongoing for possible deterioration of humanitarian situation in Madagascar’s Grand Sud 
• Measles outbreak exposes low vaccine coverage in Mauritius 
 

 
COMOROS  
Tensions reported ahead of referendum 
The political situation in Comoros has reportedly remained tense in the weeks ahead of the constitutional 
referendum scheduled for 30 July. This included reports of weekly demonstrations and speeches through social 
networks against the incumbent President. In addition, a few members of the opposition have reportedly been 
imprisoned in recent months, based on allegations of disturbing public order. On 22 July, the vehicle of the Vice 
President representing the island of Anjouan reportedly came under gunfire while heading for his native village. 
The UN Secretary-General issued a statement on 29 July expressing concern over persisting restrictions of civil 
liberties and democratic rights in the run-up to the referendum. He urged the Government, political parties and all 
other relevant stakeholders to do their utmost to respect the rule of law and human rights. 
 
DEMOCRATIC REPUPLIC OF THE CONGO 
End of Ebola outbreak declared 
On 24 July, the Ministry of Health of the Democratic Republic of the Congo declared the end of the ninth outbreak 
of Ebola in the country. The announcement came 42 days after blood samples from the last confirmed Ebola 
patient tested negative twice for the disease. No new laboratory-confirmed cases have been detected since the last 
case developed symptoms on 2 June. During the outbreak, which began on 5 April, there were a total of 54 Ebola 
cases (38 confirmed and 16 probable). Of these cases, 33 died (overall case fatality rate 61 per cent). Cases were 
reported from three health zones: Bikoro, Iboko and Wangata. Seven cases were health care workers, of which two 
died. 
 
Aid delivery hampered in Kasaï by logistical challenges 
Humanitarian access to over 20,000 people in the area of Mutena, near Tshikapa, in the south-central Kasaï 
province, is being constrained due to poor roads and a broken down ferry. The boat is the only means of transport 
to cross the local river to reach Mutena from Tshikapa. These constraints are affecting humanitarian projects in the 
region across several sectors, including WASH, food security, cash transfer, protection, education and health. The 
Logistics Cluster is examining solutions to ensure the continuation of operations. 
 
MADAGASCAR 
Preparations for potential deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the Grand Sud 
A workshop under the coordination of the National Office for Risk and Disaster Management (BNGRC) was 
conducted from 24 to 25 July, including to plan for possible humanitarian interventions in the forthcoming months, 
based on the worst-case scenario, as well as to review the resilience and recovery plan. This scenario predicts a 
moderate situation until September, which could deteriorate into a severe situation beyond October. A second 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis is planned for October 2018. About 300,000 people in 
IPC phase 4 will be targeted for assistance by all sectors, while 665,000 people in IPC phase 3 people will be 
targeted based on their specific humanitarian needs.  
 
MAURITIUS 
Measles outbreak exposes low vaccine coverage 
From 21 March to 15 July 2018, 466 cases of measles, including three deaths (case fatality rate 0.6 per cent) have 
been reported in Mauritius. The three deaths have been in young women with unknown vaccination status, all 
between the ages of 29 and 31 years. All were immunodeficient, resulting in the disease being complicated by 
encephalitis or septicaemia. The incidence rate was highest in those aged 0-9 years of age, followed by those aged 
20-39 years, and in the districts located in the west of the island including: Port Louis, Black River and Plaines 
Wilhems. The outbreak demonstrates the importance of maintaining high levels of vaccination coverage against this 
leading public health threat, according to WHO. About 45 per cent of cases were not vaccinated for measles and only 
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29 per cent had received at least one dose of measles-containing vaccine. The remaining 26 per cent had 
unknown vaccination status. Prior to this outbreak the last detected case of measles in Mauritius was in 2009 and 
the country consistently had one of the highest vaccination rates in Africa. However, in the last two years the 
vaccination coverage has fallen, resulting in the current outbreak. Supplementary immunization activities are 
urgently being concluded to rapidly halt the spread of this outbreak.   
 
ZIMBABWE 
Presidential elections to take place 30 July 
Ahead of the presidential elections in Zimbabwe, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights welcomed on 24 
July the widening of the democratic space, saying that it was encouraging to see open political rallies and peaceful 
demonstrations being held in the capital Harare. Expressions of cautious optimism also came from civil society. 
However, concern continues to be reported regarding the increasing number of allegations, particularly in rural 
areas, of voter intimidation, threats of violence, harassment and coercion. This has included reports of people 
being forced to attend political rallies and disparaging language against female political candidates. On 25 July, 
police banned the main opposition party, MDC, from holding a protest outside the Electoral Commission's offices to 
demand transparency in the handling of ballot papers, according to media reports. Separately, ‘The Elders’ 
concluded a visit to the country on 21 July urging Zimbabweans to put the national interest first, reject violence at 
all stages in the electoral process, and work together to ensure a free, fair and transparent poll.  
 

This weekly update on humanitarian issues in Southern Africa is compiled by OCHA on the basis of 
information sourced from media and partners. It is intended to capture and share key weekly highlights 
from across the region for the internal use and information of RIASCO partners. It is not intended to be 

exhaustive and is not a public product. 
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