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 South Africa: Hotel News   
  

  Legacy Group to open new Sandton hotel 
    Published: 19 Apr 2017 – Tourism Update 

“Legacy Group will open The Leonardo, its fifth development in the Sandton CBD, towards the end of 2018. 

The 52-storey hotel will be the tallest building in Sandton by approximately 100m. 

Features will include five-star accommodation (with self-catering and fully catered options), five floors of 

business facilities, including working spaces and conference rooms, a pool area with a 28m-long pool, a variety 

of restaurants as well as crèche and childcare facilities. “More... 

  
 

  Western Cape hotel to receive R65m extension 

    Published: 20 Apr 2017 – Tourism Update 

“Aha The Rex Hotel, in Knysna, is undergoing an extension. Construction began in December 2016 and is 

expected to be completed by November 2017. 

A total of 56 new hotel rooms will be added, which will include the same combination of contemporary and 

classic décor.  

The reception and foyer area will also be refurbished and relocated. A new pool and landscaped gardens will be 

added with most rooms overlooking this courtyard. 

A new restaurant will be added to the guest experience and will be open daily for breakfast, lunch and.“More... 

 

   

 
 

 

http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/article/121093/Legacy-Group-to-open-new-Sandton-hotel
http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/article/121093/Legacy-Group-to-open-new-Sandton-hotel
http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/article/121148/Western-Cape-hotel-to-receive-R65m-extension
http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/article/121148/Western-Cape-hotel-to-receive-R65m-extension
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 South Africa: Tourism News  
  

  

Holidaymakers' R4bn February spend points to strong SA tourism growth 
     Published: 19 Apr 2017 – Traveller24 

“Cape Town - While domestic tourism has been declining over the past three years, new data from Statistics 

South Africa give a glimmer of hope for the accommodation industry specifically.  

For February 2017 alone, Stats SA has confirmed that the total income for the tourist accommodation industry 

increased by 3,6%, compared with February 2016. The increase marks an R4 billion injection in total into SA's 

economy for February alone.  

Tourism Business Council of South Africa (TBCSA) CEO Mmatšatši Ramawela told Traveller24 in an earlier report 

that the decrease in domestic leisure demand and business inputs has been a major concern for SA's tourism-

dependent businesses, of which accommodation form an enormous chunk. “More...  

  
 

New tourist attraction to open in the Kruger Lowveld 

     Published: 19 Apr 2017 – Tourism Update 

   “A new 51-metre glass elevator is being constructed about a kilometre outside Graskop, at the Graskop Gorge. 

The elevator will be the main attraction at the Graskop Gorge adventure centre. It will cost in excess of R40m 

(€2.8m) and will be the first of its kind in Africa. 

 Visitors will be transported to the bottom of the Graskop Gorge, into a forest environment. The glass elevator 

will offer 360-degree views of the gorge, waterfall, trees, birds and sky. An elevated forest walkway will be built 

at the bottom of the gorge. 

 Two suspension bridges will cross the river and will include interpretation boards. Karl Lane from Hamilton-

Fynch, the company responsible for the environment interpretation boards, says the project will provide the 

opportunity to explain. “More... 

 

http://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/P6410/P6410February2017.pdf
http://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/P6410/P6410February2017.pdf
READ:%20Alarming%2010+m%20drop%20in%20domestic%20tourism%20over%20three%20years:%20Why%20and%20where%20to%20from%20here?%20
http://traveller24.news24.com/Explore/BusinessTravel/holidaymakers-r4bn-february-spend-points-to-hope-for-domestic-tourism-growth-20170419
http://traveller24.news24.com/Explore/BusinessTravel/holidaymakers-r4bn-february-spend-points-to-hope-for-domestic-tourism-growth-20170419
http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/article/121096/New-tourist-attraction-to-open-in-the-Kruger-Lowveld
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Worldwide: Hotel News  
   

  

Radisson brand expands its African footprint with a new Park Inn in Kenya 

 Published: 20 Apr 2017– BizCommunity 

“The Rezidor Hotel Group has added the 35th hotel to its Africa portfolio with the opening of the first Park Inn by 

Radisson in Nairobi's Westlands. 

“This iconic ‘tablet-shaped’ hotel is set to make a big mark on Nairobi’s landscape and Rezidor’s African portfolio. 

Before the doors opened, the hotel has already claimed the Best New Hotel Construction & Design at the 2016 

Africa Property Awards.  

This landmark property will certainly set the bar very high for the midscale hotel brands in Africa, with its 

contemporary design and architecture, and international standards,” says Marc Descrozaille, area vice president 

of Africa & Indian Ocean for the Rezidor Hotel Group. “More...   

 
 

 InterContinental Hotel chain breach expands 

 Published: 19 Apr 2017 – Hotelmanagement 

“Late last year, InterContinental Hotel Group revealed it was investigating a widespread credit card breach across 

some 5,000 hotels worldwide but in February, IHG acknowledged a breach but said it appeared to involve only a 

dozen properties. Now, IHG has released data showing that cash registers at more than 1,000 of its properties 

were compromised with malicious software designed to siphon customer debit and credit card data. 

According to a statement released by IHG, the investigation “identified signs of the operation of malware 

designed to access payment card data from cards used onsite at front desks at certain IHG-branded franchise 

hotel locations between September 29, 2016 and December 29, 2016.” 

"On behalf of franchisees and in co-operation with the payment card networks and acquiring banks, IHG is 

coordinating the investigation that is now under way," an IHG spokeswoman told the BBC. “More...  

 

 

 

 

https://www.parkinn.com/hotel-nairobi
https://www.parkinn.com/hotel-nairobi
http://www.bizcommunity.co.ke/Article/111/580/160700.html
http://www.bizcommunity.co.ke/Article/111/580/160700.html
http://www.hotelnewsnow.com/Articles/117832/IHG-buoyed-by-mobile-growth-occupancy-gains-dividends
https://www.ihgplc.com/
http://www.hotelmanagement.net/tech/intercontinental-investigates-possible-payment-card-breach-at-several-u-s-hotels
http://www.hotelmanagement.net/tech/intercontinental-confirms-breach-at-12-hotels
https://www.ihg.com/content/us/en/customer-care/protecting-our-guests/california-residents
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-39642172
http://www.hotelmanagement.net/security/1-200-intercontinental-brand-hotels-struck-by-latest-credit-card-system-hack
http://www.hotelmanagement.net/security/1-200-intercontinental-brand-hotels-struck-by-latest-credit-card-system-hack
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Angie Hospitality introduces voice-based guestroom technology 
Published: 20 Apr 2017 – Hotelmanagement 

“Angie Hospitality, the creator of Angie, a voice-based hotel guestroom technology solution, has been awarded 

the 2017 TechOvation Award by HTNG during HT-NEXT. A technology platform designed to take the hotel guest 

experience to the next level, while enhancing operational efficiency and revenue, Angie was officially launched 

during the TechOvation semi-finalist round at HT-NEXT. 

Angie Hospitality’s launch of its voice-activated virtual guestroom assistant and amenity control device raises the 

bar for available technological solutions, as hoteliers look to implement more advanced solutions that meet and 

exceed the ever-increasing guest demand for technology and convenience. 

“With the development of this disruptive technology, we sought to address vital needs for both hoteliers and 

their guests with an affordable solution that is capable of not only fulfilling those needs, but surpassing them in 

order to provide a truly memorable stay experience,” said Ted Helvey, CEO and founder of Angie 

Hospitality.”More...  

  

AccorHotels reports strong increase in sales for first quarter 
Published: 21 Apr 2017 – Breaking Travel News 

“AccorHotels has reported consolidated first-quarter 2017 revenue of €425 million, up 35.4 per cent on last year, 

or 7.4 per cent on a like-for-like basis. 

Changes in the scope of consolidation (acquisitions and disposals) made a positive contribution of €82 million, or 

26 per cent. Key to this were the contributions of Raffles, Fairmont, Swissotel, onefinestay and John Paul. 

Currency effects also had a positive impact of €6 million, attributable primarily to the Brazilian real (up €8.2 

million) and the Australian dollar (up €4.3 million).During the first quarter, AccorHotels’ development represented 

35 hotels and more than 7,000 rooms. “More...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.angiehospitality.com/
http://www.htng.org/?
http://www.hotelmanagement.net/tech/angie-hospitality-introduces-voice-based-guestroom-technology-wins-htng-award
http://www.hotelmanagement.net/tech/angie-hospitality-introduces-voice-based-guestroom-technology-wins-htng-award
http://www.breakingtravelnews.com/news/article/accorhotels-reports-strong-increase-in-sales-for-first-quarter/
http://www.breakingtravelnews.com/news/article/accorhotels-reports-strong-increase-in-sales-for-first-quarter/
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Worldwide: Tourism News   
  

Emirates reduces U.S. service, blames Trump policies for demand drop 

Published: 19 Apr 2017 –Travel Weekly  

“Emirates will reduce frequencies on five of its 12 routes to the U.S., citing a drop in demand due to policies put in 

place by the Trump administration.  

"The recent actions taken by the U.S. government relating to the issuance of entry visas, heightened security 

vetting, and restrictions on electronic devices in aircraft cabins have had a direct impact on consumer interest and 

demand for air travel into the U.S.," the carrier said in an email to Travel Weekly.  

Last month, Emirates' Dubai hub in the United Arab Emirates was one of 10 Middle Eastern and North African 

airports made subject to a new carry-on ban for U.S.-bound flights on electronics larger than a laptop. The Trump 

administration has also attempted to issue a travel ban to the U.S. for nationals of six Muslim-majority countries -

- though the United Arab Emirates is not on that list. “More...   

  

 

Kenya gets nearly $20 million to market the destination 
Published: 20 Apr 2017 – Tourism Update 

“The Kenyan government will allocate KSh2 billion (just under $20 million) for tourism marketing in the next 

financial year. 

According to National Treasury Cabinet Secretary, Henry Rotich, of the KSh2 billion, KSh1 billion will be 

earmarked for tourism recovery while another KSh1 billion will be used for sustaining new source markets. 

The Cabinet Secretary said the industry had improved last year, adding that the new funding would boost tourism 

marketing campaigns in both traditional and emerging markets. “More...  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.travelweekly.com/Travel-News/Airline-News/Emirates-reduces-US-service-blames-Trump-policies-for-fall-in-demand
http://www.travelweekly.com/Travel-News/Airline-News/Emirates-reduces-US-service-blames-Trump-policies-for-fall-in-demand
http://www.breakingtravelnews.com/news/article/qantas-beats-financial-guidance-for-second-half-of-2016/
http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/article/121150/Kenya-gets-nearly-20-million-to-market-the-destination
http://www.tourismupdate.co.za/article/121150/Kenya-gets-nearly-20-million-to-market-the-destination

